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LET*S LOOK "You can't alter facts by 
AT TEXAS filming them over with 
dead romances." Drink- 
water. 
"Pacts do not cease to exist because 
they are ignored." Huxley. 
For better or for worse, let's look at 
Texas s 
lst in area 
lst in number of people without public 
library service (1945) 
6th in population (1940) 
9th in percent of total population 
without public library service (1945) 
10th in assessed valuation (1945) 
10th in income tax payments (1944) 
32nd in per capita incomo tax payments 
(1944) 
$8th in public library expenditures 
per capita (1941) 
40th in public library book circulation 
per capita (1941) 
42nd in number of public library vol- 
umes per capita (1941) 
From American Library Association 
statistics on Texas for 1945: 
People with public library service 
3,302,745 = 51% 
People without public library service 
3,112,081 = 49% 
254 counties; 
with county service 33 = 13% 
without a public library 150 = 59% 
6 cities of over 10,000 population 
have no public libraries. 





NO COMMENT We note without comment that 
a textbook widely used in 
Texas schools — A Histo 

of Texas, Land of Promise, by Joseph :. 

Clark — contains 604 pages of which 7 

lines on one page are devoted to a con- 


Sideration of the libraries of Texas 
and their role in Texas cducation. 





FROM THE REPORT The Illinois State Li- 

OF THE ILLINOIS brary reports with 

STATE LIBRARY justifiable pride the 
passage of “one of. the 
most important bills 

in the history of Illinois libraries. 

He Bs 526 made possible, through a 

$300,000 appropriation, six demonstrations 

of library service to rural areas now 

without any library facilities." 


NATIONAL The National Relations Office 
RELATIONS of the American Library Asso- 
OFFICE ciation lists these important 

planks now in the Association's 
platform; 

1. Disposal of surplus property to 
educational agencies, including 
libraries, with such priorities 
and special price concessions as 
are specifically provided for in 
the Surplus Property Act (Public 
Transfer of surplus Army and Navy 
library books (if there is any 
surplus) to the States for use 
primarily in extending library 
service to the rural areas. 
Recognition by government of the 
essentiality of library materials 
and service in any research pro- 
gram. 

Inclusion of library employees in 
Federal Social Security. 

Adequate’ provision for libraries 
in any public works proposals which 
may be advanced. 

Maintenance of low postal rates on 
books shipped to or by libraries. 
Federal aid for demonstrations of 
public librafy service as a first 
step toward Federal assistance in 
the establishment, maintenance, 
improvement, and equalization of 




















library service for all of the 
population. 

8, An improved program of document 
distribution which will recognize 
libraries as primary outlets for 
the dissemination of information 
and as the best repositories for 
roference and research matcrials. 

The Public Library Service Demonstra- 
tion Bill was introduced by Senator 

Lister Hill, of Alabama, and Ropresent- 

ative Emily Taft Douglas, of Illinois, 

on March 12 and roferred to the Senate 

Committec on Education and Lebor undor 

the chairmanship of James E. Murray, of 

Montana, and to the House Committee on 

Education under the chairmanship of 

Graham A. Barden, of North Carolina. 

A brief analysis of the bill follows: 

Purpose: 

1. To provide demonstrations of 
adequate public library service 
to people now without it or in- 
adequately served. 

2. To provide means for studying 
various methods of providing 
public library service primarily 
in rural areas and for studying 
the effect of planning on an 
area basis upon the development 
of library service. 

Provisions; 

1. State Library agencies may submit 
plans for use of Federal funds 
in demonstrating public library 
service primarily in rural areas. 


These plans sholl be drawn entire- 


ly by the State agencies and 
need not be uniform throughout 
the country. 

2. Two types of plans may be sub- 
mitted; one calling for a basic 
demonstration using {25,000 per 
year for four years in each 
State, financed entirely by 
Federal funds; or an expanded 
plan may be added to this which 
would allow States to mtch an 
additional £25,000 to £50,000 of 
Federal funds annually for four 
years. 

3. The Commissioner of Education 
would be required to make annual 


reports to Congress upon the opera- 


tion of the demonstrations and 
would be required to make a final 





public report evaluating the demon- 








strations. 


According to the terms of the bill, 
the Texas State Library could receive 
Federal benefits after submitting o plan 
for use of the money to the United 
States Commissioner of Educations The 
bill eliminates Federal control as soon 
as States submit plans which mect basic 
specifications outlined in the bill. 

In Toxas there ere 22] countics with- 
out county library service and 15 
counties without a single public libra- 
ry- State funds for library service 
have not been available to holp these 
areas establish libraries. With Fed- 
eral grants for four years, the State 
Librarian estimates that several demon- 
stration libraries (complete library 
installations, including personnel, 
books, bookmobiles) could be establish- 
ed for 6- to 12-month periods in coun- 
ties or regions now lacking library 
services. It would be the purpose of 
these demonstration units to initiate 
the establishment of permanent library 
services. Passage of the bill would 
also enable the State Library to estab- 
lish various services which would aid 
all present libraries in the State. 

The immediate job in connection with 
this bill is to make sure that each 
member of the Senate and House Commit- 
tees on Education has the opportunity 
to know all the merits of the bill 
and the public reaction to ite They 
should begin to receive evidence of 
public interest now, the evidence to 
reach its peak just before or during 
the hearing, or during the month of 
April, at present estimates. Let 
your congressman know that you want 
him to support He R. 5742 and S. 1920. 
Following is a list of membors of the 
Senate and House Committees: 

Senate Committee - Education and 

Labor =e 

James E. Murray, of Montana 

David Ie Walsh, of Massachusetts 

Elbert D. Thomas, of Utah 

Claude Pepper, cf Floride 

Allen J. Ellender, of Louisiam 

Lister Hill, of Alabam 

Dennis Chavez, of New Mcxico 

James M. Tunnell, of Delaware 
Joseph FP. Guffey, of PennsyJjvania 
Olin De Johnston, of South Caroling 
Je William Pulbright, of Arkansas 














Robert M. LaFollette, Ite, of Wis- 
consin 

Robert A. Taft, of Ohio 

George D. Aiken, of Vermont 

Joseph He Ball, of Minnesota 

He Alexander Smith, of New Jersey 

Wayne Morse, of Oregon 

Forrest Ce Donnell, of Missouri 


House Committeo = Educatign 
Graham A, Barden, of North Carolina 
Edward J. Hart, of New Jersey 
Eugene J. Keogh, of New York 
John Lesinski, of Michigan 
Charles A. Buckley, of New York 
Fritz Ge. Lanham, of Texas 
Mary T. Norton, of New Jersey 
Ce Jasper Bell, of Missouri 
Augustine B. Kelley, of Pennsylvania 
Henry De Larcade, Jr., of Louisiana 
Robert Ramspeck, of Gceorgia* 
Dan Re MoGehee, of Mississippi 
Berkeley L. Bunker, of Novada 
George A. Dondero, of Michigan 
J. Edgar Chenoweth, of Colorado 
Edward 0. McCowen, of Ohio 
Walter H. Judd, of Minnesota 
Max Schwabe, of Missouri 
Hubert S. Ellis, of West Virginia 
Ralph W. Gwinn, of New York 

‘ CLlifféra P. Case,df New Jersey 





*Successor not yet appointed 


The Ae Le Ae Subscription Books: Com- 
mittee plans to hold an open meeting 
at the A. L. A. Conference in Buffalo 
to which Subscription Books Bulletin 
subscribers and publishers of sub- 
scription books are invited. Tho meet- 
ing hag been tentatively scheduled for 
Tuesday evening, June 18. Publishers 
will be given an opportunity to present 
problems involved in making and keep- 
ing up-to-date various types of refer- 
ence works and to offer comment on 
the adequacy of Subscription Books 
Bulletin reviews from their point of 
view. The Committee hopes that sub- 
scribers will express their opinions 
regarding the merits and shortcomings 
of the Bulletin and suggest ways in 
which its usefiilness might be in- 
creased. Discussion from the floor 
will be encouraged. 








DO YOU WANT You may net be able to ob- 
SURPLUS WAR tain surplus war property 


PROPERTY? unless you notify the Texas 
IMPORTANT Educational Agency for Sur- 
NOTICE! plus Property of your tax- 


exempt or tax-supported 
status. 

A three-page leaflet titled "War Assets 
Administration Surplus Property Sales; 
Statement and Clarification of Procedure" 
is being sent by the Agency to libraries 
in the State. 

You should notify the Agency of your 
status and send duplicate to the State 
Library for our records. The address is; 

Mr. John R. Eeds 

Deputy Director ' 

Texas Educational Agency for 
Surplus Property 

State Capitol 

Austin 11, Texas 

According to Representative Kar] E. 
Mundt, of South Dakota, many members 
of Congrees have been receiving letters 
from administrators of our schools and° 
colleges complaining of the delay and 
confusion they face in trying to get 
for their institutions some of the 
surplus war equipment now deteriorating 
in warehouses and in stock piles all 
over America. He stated in the House 
on February 20: "I hope our collective 
efforts in Congross can soon bring 
about changes which will reduce the 
delay and increase the supplies of war 
which are daily decreasing in value.” 


STATE PRESIDENT'S We are pleased to 





REPORT TO THE have Texas Libraries 
MEMBERS OF THE used Os a medium for 
Pp. Le. Me FOR transmitting the 
TEXAS "State Prosident's 


Report to the Mem- 

bers of the People's 
Library Movement for Texas," the text of 
which follows; 


"Those of you who Rave been active in 
the People's Library Movement in the 
past, or at least have shown a sympa- 
thetic interest in its aims, no doubt 
have been wondering about ite status. 

Has the P. IL. M. for Texas been moving 
toward its goal of aid to State-wide 
libraries? Like most other State organi- 
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gations that depend upon annual conven- 


tions for normal functioning, the P. L. M. 


has been grounded for the past few years 
due to wartime travel restrictions. For- 
tunately its engine — your State Presi- 
dent — has been kept in condition 
through the efficient services of the 
Texas Library Association Executive 
Committee and such specialists as Julia 
Grothaus, Juanima Wells, Mary Ricc, 

and others. Moreover, since the State 
Secretary of the P. E» M., Mrs. Elnora 
Buckhanan, is an Austin residont, we 
were able to work as a two-member ex- 
ecutive committee in behalf of the 

P. Le M- interests, even though we 

very much needed and missed your advice 
and approval. 

"In the beginning our efforts were 
coordinated with the T. Le A. and the 
Texas Library and Historical Commission 
in working toward the legislative goals 
we had set. During the past year our 
efforts were largely devoted to raising 
money for the National Library Develop- 
ment Fund. Again our action was a joint 
one, for we acted under the direction 
of the T. L. A. and the committee it 
chose for this work. We, the P. L. M. 
representatives of the Austin crea, 
were pleased that our area reached its 
quota in record time, and all of us 
are gratified that Texas as a whole 
reached its quota last month. 

"Surely the most welcome news for the 
P. Le M. members is the announcement 
of the plan to reorganize the Texas 
State Library. 
ized by the Texas Library and Historical 
Commission and will be carried out by 
the new State Librarian, Francis H. 
Henshaw. If you have received a copy 
of Texas Libraries, which is now being 
issued as & monthly newsletter, you 
know something of the nature of the 
reorganization plan. Each of us must 
cooperate so that the objectives for 
the next two years can be attained, 
thus giving Texas a real boost in ex- 
panded library service." (Mrs.Claude 
E. Hill, President of the People's 
Library Movement for Texas) 
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The plan has been author- 


HARVEST OF Reference to the Harvest 
STARS RADIO of Stars radio program 
PROGRAM of March 3 honoring the 


110th anniversary of the 

most famous event in 
Texas's struggle for independence — 
the fall of the Alamo — was made by 
Honorable Albert Thomas, of Toxas, in 
the House of Representatives on March 1. 
The program also commemorated the 100th 
anniversary of Toxas's statehood. At 
the request of Representative Thomas, 
the complete program was printed in the 
Congressional Record of March 1, 1946. 


HAVE YOU A "Any day now may see 
LITTLE MILDEW the opening of the 1946 
IN YOUR LI- mildew season." So be- 
BRARY? gins an article in the 
March 1 Libr, Journal, 
page 352, Iham Barr, 


Executive Director of the Library Bind- 
ing Institute. If you want specific 
information, particularly on the con- 
centrate developed and sold by the Insti- 
tute as a service to libraries with the 
mildew problem, write Mr. Barr at 501 
Fifth Avenue, Wew York 17, New York. 


INVITATION TO The Library of Congress, 
LEAR NING Washington, De Ce, has: 


20 reading rooms 
400 miles of shelves 
1,509,000 maps 
2,000,000 picces of music 
6,000,000 books 
10,000,000 manuscripts 


SOMETHING Doubleday Book News has 
NEW announced that a new group 
of books, representing the 
combined efforts of a bril- 
liant group of scholars, will soon be 
available under the general title 
"Masterworks" books. There will be 
one volume devoted to each subject, suoh 
as Economics, Philosophy, Autobiography, 
and others, and each book will include 
authoritative condensations of the "Key 
Classics" — the 10 or 12 volumes on 
each subject universally regarded as 














"“masterworks" of human thought and 
knowledge. 


LIBRARY AID How the Lynn Public Library, 
TO VETERANS Lynn, Massachusetts, meets 
the needs of the returning 
veteran is described by 
Dorothy C. Flynn, Reader's Adviser, in 
the Massachusetts Library Association 
Bulletin of January, 1946. 

The coordinating agency set up to see 
that the veteran utilizes fully the 
library resources is part of the Readers' 
Advisory Service, which assists veterans 
by providing;s 

1. Educational information 

2. Civil Service study material 

3. Vocational informtion 

4. Books for brush-up or study 

5. Laws and pamphlets relating to 

the veteran 

Those veterans whom the library is 
unable to help directly are referred 
to local agencies or bureaus aiding 
servicemen, A survey of such groups was 
made prior to organizing the system. 

The basic principles of the systen, 
Miss Flynn believes, apply to all libra- 
ries, the plans for carrying them out 
varying with local situations. 


CALENDAR OF This space is reserved for 
EVENTS announcements of library 
activities scheduled for 
May. Send us your dates 
as early as possible. 


FREE ON 
REQUEST 


If any Texas library has not 
received a copy of “Progress 
in Oil and Gas Conservation 
by the Texas Railroad Commis- 
sion," one may be obtained by writing 
the author, Colonel Ernest 0. Thompson, 
Texas Railroad Commission, Capitol 
Station, Austin ll, Texas. 

Attorney General Grover Sellers has 
very kindly furnished the State Library 
with copies of his opinion of Merch 16, 
1946, for distribution to interested 
Texas libraries. This is the opinion 
relating to the right of a colored 
student to enter the University of Texas, 
and public libraries in Texas may ob- 
tain a copy by writing the Texas State 
Library. 


"BOOKS ACROSS The “Books Across the 
THE SEA" Sea" Society in America 

and its corresponding 

society in Great Britain 
were founded in 1941 "for better under- 
standing through books." These two cir- 
cles of “friends of books" are carrying 
on an exchange of selected "Ambassador 
Books” that help each country to under- 
stand the other's life, history, and 
current problems. 

Loan collections may be borrowed from 
the New York headquarters, Room 309, 
Columbia University Library, 535 West 
114th Street, New York 27, Ne. Y. 

A children's collection, at present 
at Hawthorne Junior High School, San 
Antonio, Texas, and an adult collection, 
borrowed by the San Antonio Public Li- 
brary, may be requested by applying to 
Be A- S. headquarters. Each borrower 
sends the collection to the next one 
on the list. 


FRIENDS OF In Galveston the Friends 
THE ROSENBERG of the Rosenberg Library 
LIBRARY have had some interest- 


ing benefit programs of 
music and have circulated 
attractive notices of the annual meeting. 
We are sure Mr. J» Se Ibbotson, Libra- 
rian, Will be glad to give you inform- 
tion concerning the activities of the 
organization. 


THE WORLD "The world of books is the 
OF BOOKS most romarkable creation 

of mn. Nothing else that 

he builds ever lasts; mon- 
uments fall; nations perish; civili- 
zations grow old and die out; and after 
an era of darkness new races build 
others. But in the world of books are 
volumes that have seen this happen 
again and again, and yet live on — 
still young, still eas fresh as the day 
they were written, still telling men's 
hearts of the hearts of men centuries 
dead." 

— Clarence Day 


BOOK ° "Every library should try to 
SELECTION be complote on something, if it 
HINT were only the history of pin- 
heads." 
baad 0. We Holmes 
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SURPLUS BOOKS = SPECIAL NOTICE 


Have you received your cepy of "Offering of Surplus Books, No. 1," the first 
list of surplus books te be sent out by the Library ef Congress? 

If not, have you fulfilled the requirements by notifying the Texas Sereetiouns 
Agency for Surplus Property of your tax-exempt or tax-supported status? 


BEAUMONT MEETING — APRIL 10-11 — PROGRAM CHANGES 


Mr. Milton E. Lerd, Director of the Boston Public Library, will be ths principal 
speaker at the First General Sossion, Wodnosday, April 10. He will speak on the 
theme of the Convention; Unified Investments for Library Progress. 

Mr,‘ Lord will also replace Mr. Paul Howard in the symposium at the Third Gonefal 
Session, Thursday, Aprilll. — 

In place of Dr. Umphrey Lee, the speakers at the College Division Meeting will 
be Miss Lois Bailey, Assistant Librarian, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, 
Texas, and Dr. Arthur M. Sampley, Librarian, North Texas State Teachers College, 
Denton, Texas. Miss Bailey's subject will be "The Cooperative Program of the North 
Texas Regional Libraries," and Dr. Sampley*s subject will be "The Accomplishments 
and Benefits Realized by the North Texas Regional Librarios’ Program." 

Mr. Gordon Worley, High School Division Head, State Department of Education, 
will be the speaker at the People’s Library Movement for Texas luncheon on Thursdéy 
at 1:00 p. m. 





Thanks to "Nation's Business” 
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TEXAS STATE LIBRARY ~ | Sec. 862 P. L. 
Capitol Building, 
AUSTIN. TEXAS 
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
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